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	•	Evaluating the Introduction
	•	 Identify and paraphrase the research questions (statement or hypothesis). 
 Is the research question(s) clearly stated? Why or why not?
The purpose of the study was clearly defined. The study was aimed at examining the relationship between verve and academic achievement levels in reading and mathematics among African American students who attended middle school in an urban setting. The study was seeking three research questions which are clearly stated. The first question was on the difference in verve levels between the African American students and European students. the second question looked at any possible differences in verve levels between male and female students. the third research question was to investigate any relationship between verve levels and academic achievement among African American students in reading and mathematics. The hypothesis of the study established that verve as an aspect of the African American has an impact on academic achievement.  
	•	 Identify and define the variable(s) in the research question (statement or hypothesis). 
 Are the variable(s) clearly stated? Why or why not?
The variables of the study were identified in the research questions. The study aimed at investigating the relationship between verve and academic achievement levels among African American students. verve as the independent variable was defined as having energy, being intense, or use of expressive body language.  The dependent variable tested was the level of academic achievements among African American students. 
	•	 Identify and summarize the relevant literature. 
 Is the relevant literature clearly summarized and presented in a cohesive fashion? Why or why not?
Relevant literature was used to support the research. Most of the literature was related to the importance of culture in the learning environment. Performance among the African American students was associated with a st6imulating learning environment. Verve as an aspect of the African American culture was considered to produce this stimulating effect. The European students were associated with more preference to stationary activities. The literature also stated that African American students, especially males, are five times active compared to their European American counterparts. Other researchers conclude that subjecting African American students to the European American culture in school influences difficulty in learning. 
	•	Evaluating the Research Method
	•	 Identify and describe the research method. 
 Is the research method clearly described? Why or why not?
 Would you be able to replicate the study? Why or why not?
 Could other designs/methods be used to study this issue? If so, describe. If not, why?
An experimental study design was used in this study. The study used a questionnaire to investigate the difference in verve levels among African American students and European Americans. Knowledge and skills among the two groups were also measured using Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills(TAKS) scores. The scores measure the extent to which a student can apply the skills and concepts they have learned in school. The study can be easy to replicate for other researchers. The researchers used a questionnaire as a way of collecting data among the students. The researchers also used a sample of 211 students to get the responses. A survey study can also be used to collect the same data. A different study can also be used in answering the research question on the relationship between verve and academic achievement levels. A comparison can be made by investigating academic performance levels among African American students in schools where the African American culture is dominant and schools where the European American culture is dominant. 
	•	 Identify the internal threats to validity associated with this study. Describe how they may affect this study. (Note: internal threats associated with this design may or may not be present in this particular study.) 
The selection of the groups in the study could be a threat to internal validity. Although high levels of verve as well positive perceptions are valid to conclude that verve is the main factor that affects academic performance among African American students. Hence, a reliable study would be used in comparing performance among different groups of African American students based on the type of culture they are subjected to. 
	•	 Is evidence provided for the validity and reliability of data collected? Summarize the evidence.
Is the data to be considered valid and reliable based on the evidence provided? Why or why not?
Evidence for validity and reliability was provided in the study. The reliability of the research instrument was evaluated using Cronbach’s alpha and determined as 0.75. This was considered as an acceptable level and supported through research. Evidence for validity was not provided in the study. The data can, however, be considered valid based on the available evidence. Past research has been used in testing and validating the Child Activity Questionnaire (CAQ) as a method of assessing culture and related aspects such as verve. The use of an estimation scale in the study was considered a key limitation of the study. 
	•	 Identify and describe the sampling method used in the study. 
Is the sampling method appropriate for this study? Why or why not?
A judgment sampling or purposive sampling method was used for this study. The researchers already know the characteristics of the sample they are looking for. For this reason, the participants of the study are not selected randomly but based on specific data. The researchers identified the southern part of Texas as a favorable district for obtains a sample for the study. The population of African American students in the district is large enough making it easy to obtains a reliable sample for the study. The ethnic breakdown in the urban school selected included 16.5% African American students and 26.8% European Americans. Consent was obtained from the parents of 300 8th graders who were invited to participate in the study. A 70% response rate was received with 211 students agreeing to participate in the study. Among these, 104 students were European Americans with 59 being male and 45 females. 107 African American students were involved in the study with 60 of them being male and 47 female students. 
The sampling method was appropriate for the study. It helped the researcher selecting a reliable sample for the study based on various characteristics which were reliable in answering the research questions. The method also ensured a balance in the number of participants with various characteristics like male and female as well as African Americans and European Americans. 
8. Identify the external threats to validity associated with this study. Describe how they may affect this study. 
One of the main external threats to validity is related to sampling bias. The researcher does not select participants but uses various characteristics such as location and race to narrow down the sample. The selected group of participants living in urban areas, for instance, may not represent other groups of African American students living in areas with different levels of the verve culture. 
9. Identify and describe the operational definitions of the variable(s) in this study. 
How were these variables measured? 
Is the link between the variables named in the research question, operational definition of these variables, and methods to measure the variables clear and concise? Why or why not?
The operational definitions of the variables were provided in the study. Verve levels were measured based on individual perception of their movement expressiveness as well as orientation. The Child Activity Questionnaire(CAQ) was used in this study to evaluate the verve levels. A five-point Likert scale was used in evaluating individual perceptions to verve. academic achievement in reading and mathematics was evaluated as the other variable. It was measured using scores from the TAKS program which evaluated the ability to apply concepts and skills learned in school in other situations.  A clear and concise like was established between the research variables, the operational variables as well as the method used in evaluating them. The variables are described in a clear and cohesive manner. 
	•	Evaluating the Results
10. What statistical methods were used to evaluate the results of the study?
Briefly describe the results. 
Are the results clearly related to the research questions(s)? Why or why not?
Statistical methods were used to evaluate the results of the study. The results were evaluated using statistical significance tests as well as univariate linear regressions. Two linear regressions were used in examining the relationship between verve levels among the African American students in urban middle schools and their academic achievement levels. Verve level in this case was considered as the independent variable. Two t-tests were performed in answering the first two research questions. On the question evaluating the verve levels differences among the African American students and European Americans, the results of the study established that there is higher verve among African American students than their European American counterparts. A second t-testy was conducted on the second question investigating the difference in verve levels between male and female students. the test established that African American females had higher verve levels than African American males. The third research question on the relationship between the verve levels and academic achievement levels was answered through two linear regression analyses. Verve in this case was directly regressed against TAKS scores. Although a small effect was established, the results established that verve adversely impacts academic achievement in both reading and mathematics. 
	•	Evaluating the Conclusion and Discussion
11. Summarize the limitations of the study presented by the author(s). (If no limitations are listed, what are some possible limitations?)
	What other limitations might there be?
One of the limitations identified by the researcher is the election of an urban school district which limits the generalization of the results. Also, the students also volunteered based on the consent of the parents which may affect their responses in the study. 
12. Summarize the recommendations for future research presented by the author(s). (If no recommendations are listed, what might be some recommendations or future research?)
 What other recommendations might there be?	
The researchers recommended future research on students in elementary and high schools. Research examining the verve levels among the increasing population of Hispanic students was also recommended. All these research studies were aimed at identifying any possible methods of supporting the various groups of students. future research can also be conducted on the possible effects of the ethnicity levels of teachers who are crucial determinants when it comes to academic achievement or performance. 
13. Summarize the conclusions presented by the author(s). 
Are the conclusions clearly linked to the results? Why or why not?
Are the conclusions appropriate for the research design? Why or why not? 
The researchers finally drew conclusions answering the research questions. The findings in the study results were used in drawing these conclusions. The researchers concluded that verve levels are different among the African American students and the European American students. The researchers also concluded that surprisingly, the levels of verve among the female African American students were higher than in male students. The researchers finally established that higher verve levels among the African American students had a negative impact on reading and mathematics with a higher negative effect on the latter. The conclusions were appropriate for the study design based on the research questions. 
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